[Recent trends in radiation therapy for pediatric cancer].
A recent strategy in the treatment of pediatric cancer is the "total cell kill", in which the main part of therapy depends on intensive, aggressive chemotherapy with or without bone marrow transplantation. Radiotherapy, like surgery, plays a role in local treatment. Recent progress in therapy has permitted cures even of patients with advanced cancer. Disease-free patients should have the same quality of life as that of healthy children of the same sex and age. Therefore, both saving the patient's life and providing him or her with a good quality of life are important in treatment policy. To obtain these goals, radiation therapy has been included in combined multi-modality therapy for the management of pediatric cancer. Other important concerns are to reduce the radiation dose and determine the timing of radiation therapy.